
    
        [image: cover image]
    

  Author Response

Georges, Jane

Advances in Nursing Science .
			26(1):3-4, January/February/March 2003.

Back to Top

Author response:

Since the publication of my article in September, I have received numerous e-mails from nurse scholars around the world, including Europe, Japan, the United Kingdom, and Canada. All of these scholars have commented on the need for more critiques of nursing scholarship using a critical-feminist approach, and the special resonance each one felt with my analysis. I am especially humbled and gratified that Dr Morse would take the time to prepare this commentary. As I emphasized in my article, I approached this critique with an enormous respect for Dr Morse's invaluable contributions to nursing science. The critique/replication issue of ANS is an opportunity for nurse scholars to take the stance, as Dr Chinn 1 suggests, of wondering, of questioning, and of exploring possibilities. It was in this spirit that I undertook my critique. Those of us who are more recent graduates of doctoral programs in nursing have had the enriching experience of being encouraged to utilize a multiperspective approach that incorporates critical and postmodernist perspectives in exploring the possibilities of nursing science. We honor the enormous body of work done by nurse scholars informed by the empirical and interpretive traditions, while continuing to wonder about, question, and explore the ways in which the critical-postmodernist tradition might also advance our scholarship. In an upcoming issue of ANS focused on Critical and Postmodernist Perspectives (26:1, March 2003), I will explore further the ways in which there is room for all of us-both accomplished researchers and newer critical-feminist scholars-to create a culture of epistemic diversity in nursing scholarship. Like the beloved community envisioned by the late Dr M.L. King, this new community of nurse scholars would have as its core values connectedness and trust. In place of the standard academic model of adversarial discourse, we would wonder about, question, and explore each others' work in a spirit of mutual support and profound respect, regardless of our status or philosophical perspective. In fact, this community is already a reality, unconstrained by either time or place, and there is no longer any need to wait for a specific conference in a geographic location to participate in it. It is located in our hearts, and we can connect with others in the community at anytime, whether at nursemanifest.com, jgeorges@sandiego.edu, or the growing number of spaces where nurse scholars cherish each other and our epistemic diversity.
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